
UPDATE: SPLUMA REGULATIONS 

Members may have noticed a recent "re-publication" of the Draft Regulations to SPLUMA (dated 10 October 
2014), containing the same incomplete content as was initially published to call for comments from interested 
and affected parties. 

It appears that various parties petitioned the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform (DRDLR) 
for an extended comment period (based on the first publication on 4 July 2014). 

DRDLR considered that the commenting period could not summarily be extended without a further 
publication in the Government Gazette. The extended comment period will now expire on 10 November 
2014. 

The SAACPP's comments are already on record and appear to be core of many proposed amendments to 
the draft Regulations currently being considered by the National Working Group (as assembled by the 
DRDLR). 

The National Working Group (NWG) met again on 16 October 2014 in Ekurhuleni – a total of 67 persons 
attended representing: 

❖ All the Provincial Governments 
❖ Various National Departments 
❖ SALGA 
❖ SAACPP 
❖ SACPLAN 
❖ Certain Municipalities 

The larger NWG has been divided into 5 "Thematic" sub-groups each tasked with the responsibility of taking 
comments on the 1st Draft of the SPLUMA Regulations into consideration and to propose amendments to 
the draft Regulations (where relevant). 

The 5 themes are: 

❖ POWERS AND FUNCTIONS (CONSTITUTIONALITY) 

• IGR 

• Dispute Resolution 

• Legal Issues 

• Support 

• Criteria for National Interest/Strategic Integrated Projects 

❖ SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORKS (SPATIAL PLANNING) 

• Deviation 

• Possibility of Local Area Plan (precinct plans, etc) 

• Obligation to participate in development of SDF of other spheres 

• Link with LUS 

• Content of LUS/SDF 

❖ LAND USE MANAGEMENT 



• Land use schemes - cognisance of the National Land Use Classification definitions 

• Traditional Leadership 

• Powers and functions of municipal councils vs traditional councils 

• Enforcement 

 

❖ LAND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 

• MPTs (Personnel and cost implications, Traditional/rural land, hearing procedures) 

• Appeals 

• Land development application processes (include categorisation, national interest and strategic 
infrastructure projects, conditions of approval) 

 

❖ GENERAL CROSS CUTTING ISSUES 

• Timelines 

• Service level agreements (alignment of authorisations, sector departments) 

• Interim measures 

• Delegations 

• Exemptions 

• Definitions 

• Development charges 

 

There is growing concern from within the NWG that the composition of the thematic working groups is 
unwieldy (ranging between 10 and 15 percent per group) and should be reconsidered. 

The initial target date for completing this review (and amendment) of the Regulations was to be mid-
December 2014. 

If successful, legal drafters will, thereafter, be required to attend to the finalization of the technical work to 
bringing the regulations into effect. There is no specific time frame for this final stage as yet. 

Out of the Thematic Work Groups various concerns have emerged including: 

❖ The draft regulations are too detailed – simplification is required. 
❖ Municipal bylaws may be used to "fill" the gaps (as opposed to using the regulations for such purpose) 
❖ Many constitutional challenges have emerged. 
❖ Omission of important parts of the draft regulations 
❖ Insufficient provision for differentiation (for different types of municipalities), etc. 

There appears to be no clear understanding on the way forward (yet). 



Further news will follow as this painfully frustrating process unfolds. 
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